Chapter I
THE FAILURE OF THE POLICY OF
COLLABORATION
VXTTE have already shown how the policy of collaboration
vV between the men of Vichy and the Reich developed. We
saw that this policy had been justified by its promoters as the only
one that could win for France some alleviation of the hardships
of the armistice and of her defeat, and allow her to share in the
building of a new European order.
In the practical sphere this policy ought to have brought about:
1.  The freeing of the occupied zone.
2.  The disappearance of the line of demarcation.
3.  The liberation of the prisoners.
4.  The reduction of the war indemnity.
5.  An economic recovery.
Let us briefly check up on the results actually achieved.
I. The Freeing of the Occupied Zone
From the very outset the Vichy Government strove to obtain,
on the one hand, permission to transfer its seat to Paris, and on the
other, the freeing of part of the occupied territory, or at the least
some modification of the line of demarcation.
i. THE SEAT OF THE GOVERNMENT
It will be recalled that Article 3 of the Franco-German Armistice
Convention laid down that the French Government was free to
transfer its seat to the occupied zone, and in particular to Paris, and
that the Reich in that case would provide all the necessary facilities.
Already in his message of July 11,1940, Marshal P6tain informed
the country that "in order the more easily to deal with certain
questions the settlement of which is urgent, the Government
proposes to "establish itself in the occupied territories," and that
he had "with this in view, requested the German Government to
restore freedom to Versailles and the quarter of the Ministries in
Paris/*
This request was to meet with systematic refusal from the
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